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INNET GLOSSARY

This glossary ensures a common understanding and interpretation of all wording related to the INNET call for proposals.
Additional documents
Depending the regional or national funding programmes available, and according to the inherent evaluation, selection and funding rules, each INNET partner might support or fund different kind of stakeholders: 
· cluster’s governances (or representative organisations of cluster initiatives)
,
· or individual SMEs 

· or groups of SMEs.

Therefore, according to their nature and to the INNET funding agency/authority’s rules, applicants may have to complete specific documents such as:
· “Identification Fact Sheet for each SME applying for funding”, (this is the case for SVIT and ZAB, for example)
· a costs model specification (to be provided to IWT), for details see the INNET call homepage
· Clear involvement of the French cluster for OSEO) 
…

Applicant
The applicant is always the representative of the governance or of the legal entity representing a cluster or a cluster-type organisation. 
The applicant is responsible for submitting a complete proposal (online registration + application form + eventual additional documents) on behalf of other participants from the cluster/cluster-type organisation or SMEs in the proposal, and exclusively via the PRO INNO website (http://www.proinno-europe.eu/INNET), unless otherwise indicated on the INNET call homepage.
The applicant is also the contact point for communication with the INNET partners for the implementation of the INNET call (before submission for eligibility check and eventual support for identification & networking, communication of INNET eligibility check, etc. (cf. Application guidelines).

Beneficiary/ies of INNET funding / support
The beneficiaries of an INNET funding or support to implement a proposal submitted to the Innovation Express call are: 
· clusters’ governances or legal entities representing clusters or cluster initiatives and cluster-type organisations.

· SMEs 
.

Clusters / cluster initiatives

Numbers of terms exist to define "clusters" or cluster initiatives, such as 

· "Industrial districts"
· "Pôles de compétitivité" / competency poles
· "Systems of production networks"

The most well known definition is Michael Porter’s definition: A cluster is a “geographic concentration of interconnected companies, specialised suppliers, service providers, firms in related industries, and associated institutions in particular fields that complete but also cooperate”.
For the INNET call however, we will use a broad definition of clusters (cluster initiatives): 

“Forms of joint technological, research, development and innovation collaborations that close the gap between business, research and resources, in a specific geographical area and in defined thematic, thereby bringing knowledge and innovative products and services faster to the market. The different parts of a cluster must be able to show established and proven inter-linkages among them, enabling the connection of resources.”
Cluster’s governance or legal entity representing a cluster (initiative) or a cluster-type organisation
Team of managers officially appointed as representatives of the cluster members and activities. 

In a broader sense, depending on the country/region and the way clusters or cluster initiatives are set up, it can be “a mix of, and relations between, various mechanisms of coordination used in a cluster” (cf. document government in Seaport clusters)'

Clusters, cluster initiatives or cluster-type organisations can be represented or managed by different kind of entities: e.g. (SME) associations, professional federations, sector organisations, SMEs, trade associations, groupings of enterprises…

Clusters’ stakeholders
Includes technology providers, academic research groups, large companies, SMEs, groups of SMEs, universities, associations, training centres, research and technical centres...
European cooperation strategy of the cluster (initiative)
The cooperation or internationalisation strategy is part of the INNET Application Form through which the applicant briefly presents the following points about the cluster:

· Strategic axis of the cluster
· Brief history of the creation of the cluster, milestones etc.
· History of existing trans-national cooperation, if relevant, challenges, setbacks, motivation to continue etc.
Executive summary
In order to improve communication and facilitate matchmaking activities between clusters, a short summary of the proposal is asked. It will include no confidential information, and provided that the applicant agrees, the summary will be made PUBLIC together with the clusters’ profiles on the INNET call homepage (for example, it can include the following points: technology domains concerned, presentation of the proposal and its objectives, nature of cooperation targeted…)

European Cluster Alliance (ECA) 

The ECA gathers all 4 Pro-INNO Europe cluster INNO-Nets and involve more than 20 countries, 55 organisations, and several hundred of clusters.
Funding agencies/authorities from the European Cluster Alliance are especially targeted for the enlargement of the call for proposal considering their current activities about clusters and clusters activities.
Identification of the clusters: applicant and participant(s)
The ID is a part of the INNET Application through which applicants will provide the INNET partners with the following information:

· Name, address, contact details, main technology domain and sectors of application of the cluster submitting the proposal

· Name and contact details of the applicant / cluster representative

· An application requests the same basic information concerning the participating cluster(s).
INNET Action Plan
Document part of the INNET Application through which applicants will explain:
· The objectives and scope of the proposal, targeted cluster(s) and/or SMEs for a European technological cooperation 
· Description of:

· Work plan and applied methodology
· Number of SMEs involved and/or number of SMEs potentially benefiting from the implementation of the proposal
· Planning and timing of the activities 
· Estimated costs for all participants

· List of expected output indicators (chosen from the list)

-  Innovation activities applied for (chosen from the list of INNET Innovation activities)

· Benefits and results expected (for the participating cluster(s) as well as for the SMEs)
INNET Application Form
It is the core document to be submitted when seeking for INNET support.

The INNET Application Form includes the following documents:

1/ Identification of the cluster and of the other participating cluster(s) 
2/ Description of the European cooperation strategy of the cluster
3/ INNET Action Plan including targets, work plan and estimated costs
4/ List of expected output indicators, i.e. expected targets, milestones and indicators

The application explains:

· WHO is at the project’s steering wheel 

· WHY the applicant (and/or the participant(s)) need the INNET support,
· WHO the other principle participants are (clusters and companies),

· WHAT the proposal (in terms of technological cooperation) is about and,

· HOW the INNET support will be used to implement this proposal.
INNET eligibility check
Proposals for the "Innovation express" call will be evaluated at European level by representatives of INNET funding partners every month. 
To be eligible, proposals have to address an issue that falls within the scope and focus of the INNET Pilot Call; be complete, in English, timely submitted through the requested system and demonstrate:
· Consistence between the proposal and the European strategy of the cluster;
· A clear trans-national cooperation content and benefit for the participating clusters and SMEs;
· The involvement of the at least one other technology clusters in the proposal and their contribution to the INNET Action Plan.
Every applicant should check with his regional or national agency any other applicable eligibility criteria and other conditions to fulfil before a submission is made.
INNET Funding and Supporting partners
Funding agencies/authorities that are partners in INNET and that commit them to contribute to the funding or the in kind support of the Pilot Call.
INNET partners have signed a MoU defining their involvement in the INNET call for proposals, and have indicated a level of funding commitment or in some cases a different commitment leading to other support of the clusters.

[for details on the funding or support by each participating agency, please check the matrix]

+ install link here

Participating agencies have also confirmed the confidentiality of all information given by the applicants, apart from the public information to be used for matchmaking/networking purposes to support clusters identification. 
Innovation support activities
The « Innovation Express » INNET call will support and fund a set of innovation support activities + install link here

 that will enable to initiate, establish or develop European partnerships and/or trans-national technology cooperation for SMEs in technology clusters, in close collaboration with the governance of clusters. 
The categories of innovation support activities are the following:

A) Dissemination and promotion, 

B) Technological/Innovation advices 

C) Networking 

D) Technology Transfer 

E) Financial Engineering 

F) Recruitment/Training 

G) Workshops

H) In depth feasibility studies prior to RDI projects

Cf. the details of the innovation activities in the appendix of the INNET Application form.
Joining the INNET Call for proposals
The enlargement of the INNET call for proposals to any other funding agency/organisation will be possible under the following conditions: 

· Acceptance of the concept and the modalities of the call for proposals (see document “Call for Proposals”), and, 

· Signature of the INNET Call Association Agreement document, approving the INNET call for proposals under the conditions and modalities defined by INNET partners
· Signature of a confidentiality paper regarding the information provided by clusters and SMEs.
The call for proposals is also inviting applications from all clusters in the regions and countries that are part of the European Cluster Alliance (ECA): http://www.proinno-europe.eu/index.cfm?fuseaction=page.display&topicID=223&parentID=0 
Participant

Any technology cluster or group of SMEs, represented by a central entity can participate and be funded in this INNET call for proposals provided that
· it is located within the geographical area (countries and regions) covered by the INNET funding or supporting partners 

· it is eligible for funding according to the regulations of their national or regional funding authority (beneficiaries of national & regional programmes)
Clusters outside the INNET-geography can also participate in the call for proposals if the respective or concerned regional or national (funding) agency is willing to associate with the INNET project and support the INNET call for proposals.
Proposal

The concept of "proposal" was chosen rather than the concept of “project” by the fact that the “proposal” is upstream of the mechanism for setting up a “project” and includes a large set of innovation support activities in order to introduce technology cooperation between clusters and SMEs within clusters. 
Regional/national funding decision
In parallel with the INNET eligibility check, SMEs, technology clusters’ governances and their proposals will be evaluated by each INNET partner according to its national/regional funding programme(s), and rules.
RDI activities
Activities of Research, Development and Innovation 

R&D refers to "creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications"(cf definition of OCDE).
Innovation is related to a process connecting knowledge and technology with the exploitation of market opportunities for new or improved products, services and business processes compared to those already available on the common market, and encompassing a certain degree of risk (definition from the Community Framework for State Aid for Research & development & Innovation (2006/C 323/01))

SME
SMEs are defined at the European Community level as following: small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are defined by a set of criteria concerning the workforce, turnover and independence of the business. The category of SMEs is made up of enterprises which employs at least 250 people and with an annual turnover not exceeding 50 million euros, or with total annual assets not exceeding 43 million euros. 
The INNET call is open to a larger group of SMEs which could include SMEs as defined within regional and national programmes involved in the INNET call. This means that for certain countries, SMEs with more than 250 employees can be eligible.
Technology cooperation
The kinds of cooperation targeted through the INNET call for proposals differ from commercial cooperation and are concerning cooperation on RDI activities. Here is an indicative list of possible cooperation to be targeted with the INNET pilot call:

 1 Enhancing inter-cluster cooperation strategy

2 Preparation of common technology roadmaps/strategies

3 Organisation of matchmaking activities

4 .Building partnerships

5. Initiation of RDI projects

6 Dissemination and promotion of the inter-cluster cooperation 

7 Towards sustainability of cluster networks
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� Clusters, cluster initiatives or cluster-type organisations can be represented or managed by different kind of entities: e.g. (SME) associations, professional federations, sector organisations, SMEs, trade associations, groupings of enterprises…


� This call allows funding of clusters and cluster initiatives directly in link with the INNET call for proposals objectives, i.e. trans-national technology co-operations for clusters/SMEs.
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